MEMORANDUM
TO: Bev Dease
FROM: Fred Grittner%
DATE: September 11, 1989
RE: Cameras in the Courtroom Reports

Now that the Supreme Court has reinstituted the experiment on cameras in the courts,
we need to collect information on it. Rebecca Fanning, Sue Dosal, and myself have
developed a report form that judges and court administrators are to return when they

have a request from the media to film or record the proceedings.

Attached is the report from Crow Wing County we received last week. As these come
in addressed to me, I will give you the original and copy Rebecca, Sue, and the Chief

Justice. You should file the original in the cameras in the courtroom administrative

folder.

Attachment
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CAMERAS }N THE‘ COURTROOM
‘ 1
Court/Location RO \L)\f\ (Le’-j LT/ |
Judge AuoeE” C‘Jﬁ k\jT'DL JQL?AC‘I’( 3
Case No. K &4 4@ | | |
Nature of Case \ARL(LD CKLLLJD.E
CFRST KRR | |
“FERRCRASNA ’i%om% \Ob THREATS
‘Med m Making the Réquest 5 |
Reporter R4 \QI\T\\E‘\Q\QE, FALCLA
Organization Y SAY fklf/s//nb‘ﬁzu‘k
[ ] Radio [@g Televmon [ ] Newspaper
Nature of Media Request |
AUERA W%@T O cc..,\_)R\x\c:cM
TURNWOG N’P‘”WC |
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Denied

If the request was denied, please indicate reaéons gijven, if any.

]
!
i
i
l

i

If the request was granted, please report your observatnons of its effect on the proceedings

and participants.

&
1

The presence of the media in the courtroom gaused no effect upon the'Ero—

ceedings and they conducted themselves’

Submitg)eF('l!‘_l BE oF Name Clinton W. Wyant -
| Judge of District |
APPELLATE COURTS Address LB O Diptrier Gourt -
o (b N Brailierd Hh.nnesota 56401
SNSRI { 198@ ~898—~ '
ohb Vi 1B Phone 218 828 3959
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!
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Access to courts
' Month/Year A‘_PR al
Kind of access requested:

D Audio for broadcast /Z/Video D Stll camerai D Tape recording for notes
Name/location of media organization: KSTP-TV. LMPLS [ ST.pAVL

D Access denied D Access granted but not used ,‘ [:I Access granted and used
If denied, reason given: ‘ !

i

Casename _ MIWNVESOTA V¢ R 'Q%ﬂ« D Heweret
(Z/Criminal D Civil Type of case: ___M UKDW

Type of proceding ’(trial, sentencing hearing, etc): ’T‘R\ Fri— ,

City, judge's name: Hﬁsﬂ/‘/ S , \)UOlo)f Georee Hoty

Request addressed to (name) Role (defense attorney, judge, etc.) Reply (OK, refused)
Bo Kivg- 938-4436 Pro¢ eConon Refused
MARIC p (10 oNOUGH DePenvse / Refusep
Rl Retrsen
Gfovesk Hoey SO

T . e —— f— - G ST S — — — T — —— — — —— ——r—.. o— —— —————— — — ——" —— — V— —— r—" = wb—— n— — — —— t——

Fill in below here only if access was granted.

If access was granted but there was no coverage, explain briefly what happened.

Note any specific problems encountered.

What sort of negative feed-back did you get to coverage?

What sort of positive feed-back did you get to coverage?

Send form to: Minnesota Joint Media Committee, 870 Linwood, St. Paul, MN 55105
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' Access to courts A q !
¢ : Month/Year P(L

Kind of access requested:
D Audio for broadcast ideo [ Still camera’ E] Tape recording for notes
Name/location of media organization: K STP ~1V/

Access denied D Access granted but not used D Access granted and used
If denied, reason given: |

§‘77°t’\"€‘ 6¢
Case name C)/\MMAUVL/DEYL US /l/\n’\'/\/(/mom

[] Criminal ([Z/C’xvﬂ Type of case:

Type of proceding (trial, sentencing hearing, etc): :

City, judge's name: QArﬂﬁM‘,J(COUn%/’ JUG"Y( \)Q\/\Y\ S COV\h/Q,(M

298 4759
Request addressed to (name) Role (defense attorney, judge, etc.) Reply (OK, refused)
WillAm maviTY  S45-7677 _ TURMER'S A1TOeneY O kK
_Allerv PAGE 2907- 132 | STe1E'S ATog ey & LEFUSET)
Judee Connl e Judeg Rafuse

T M S S ST S S S G e ST et G i e e e e s s —— — — {— T——- o—— — ——r —— To— — f— o s s woimats oo S

Fill in below here only if access was granted.

If access was granted but there was no coverage, explain briefly what happened.

Note any specific problems encountered.

What sort of negative feed-back did you get to coverage?

What sort of positive feed-back did you get to coverage?

Send form to: Minnesota joint Media Committee, 870 Linwood, St. Paul, MN 55105




Access to courts
Month/Year M#AY C”

Kind of access requested:
D Audio for broadcast 47| Video [ Still camera E] Tape recording for notes
Name/location of media organization: _ S STP-TV  MmPLS /ST, paLL

D Access denied D Access granted but not used E] Access granted and used

If denied, reason given: ,

Case name MINVEScTA vS  JASoNV Hawnsonv
Criminal [ ] Civil Type of case: |
Type of proceding (trial, sentencing hearing, etc): _ TR L/ SeENTENCINVC—

City, judge's name:

Request addressed to (name) Role (defense attorney, judge, etc.) Reply (OK, refused)
NICOLE nJeE [438-1438  (OUVTY A TIoRAEY _ __oKep
Wiam Sheyvy /[ H3iI-1220 Defensts Refus 0

i T S . S — — — —— — OO—S —— s Wi — — —— — — —— — — w—— o— ot Nt S ot Sty i gttt orears i S Svts ettt

Fill in below here only if access was granted.

If access was granted but there was no coverage, explain briefly what happened.

Note any specific problems encountered.

What sort of negative feed-back did you get to coverage?

What sort of positive feed-back did you get to coverage?

Send form to: Minnesota Joint Media Committee, 870 Linwood, St. Paul, MN 55105




Access to courts
{ Month/Year MAY Y |

Kind of access requested:
D Audio for broadcast Video D Still camera D Tape recording for notes
Name/location of media organization: _ _KSTP-TV = MPLS | ST. pAUVL

D Access denied D Access granted but not used D Access granted and used
If denied, reason given: ‘ ,

Casename M INVESSOTA V6 JASoN C:Hmsmpnazso/v

Q/ Criminal [___l Civil Type of case: .
Type of proceding (trial, sentencing hearing, etc): ___T12\A L/ Senvrenmcinv (—

City, judge's name:

Request addressed to (name) Role (defense attorney, judge, etc.) Reply (OK, refused)
NICOLE NVEE 438436 (LOUVTY A Troaney __ _OKED
PAuL AdeRn /494 -8817T Derense Kefiren -

ST L S ML G T L S Sl S S S SN SHS S D S — e e —— ——e M T— v— — — —— _—— f— vo— —— Tt vt W vt e somans iy

Fill in below here only if access was granted.

If access was granted but there was no coverage, explain briefly what happened.

Note any specific problems encountered.

What sort of negative feed-back did you get to coverage?

What sort of positive feed-back did you get to coverage?

Send form to: Minnesota Joint Media Committee, 870 Linwood, St. Paul, MN 55105




Access to courts

Month/Year MAY 9 ‘

Kind of access requested:

E] Audio for broadcast Z/Vldeo D Still camera D Tape recording for notes
Name/location of media organization: KSsTP-TVv MPLS / ST. pPAV

D Access denied D Access granted but not used D Access granted and used
If denied, reason given: ‘ N
Casename _ /MIWWVESOTA VS JVLPIKK HAZI«E'T\'

E/ Criminal D Civil Type of case: ‘ x
Type of proceding (trial, sentencing hearing, etc): __ 1 'QYA - / SENTEA IV~

City, judge's name:

Request addressed to (name) Role (defense attorney, judge, etc.) Reply (OK, refused)
NICOLE NEE /438 -4438 Counry AfTbaney OkED

RogerT ?ﬁﬂEYLS@NLB%‘I’IOO DEFENVSE voT/ Rebsen

N i iy — ——rt T—- - e — S Cm— —— —— —— T G T S S— — — ——— OO T—— —— —— — ——— — _———— ——" Tot— Y= Soimrat Semmeve e b s 4ot

Fill in below here only if access was granted.

If access was granted but there was no coverage, explain briefly what happened.

Note any specific problems encountered.

What sort of negative feed-back did you get to coverage?

What sort of positive feed-back did you get to coverage?

Send form to: Minnesota Joint Media Committee, 870 Linwood, St. Paul, MN 55105




Access to courts | ,
| : Month/Year June 5 q I
Kind of access requested: .

D Audio for broadcast Video D Still camera; D Tape recording for notes
Name/location of media organization: KS’FP -TV

[:l Access denied D Access granted but not used I:] Access granted and used
If denied, reason given: o,

Casename __ STATE ofF MV v$  G-ArY miygr i

mcrimiml [] civit  Type of éase: Hou MURDETL

Type of proceding'(trial, sentencing hearing, etc):. <_,€ ntencinz-

City, judge's name: __Htw n4on Lo / \)UCV)I Potvic\ Fivo (_\oQJ‘IMC\ 348-8l06

Request addressed to (name) Role (defense attorney, judge, etc.) Reply (OK, refused)
Kevin Johnoen Proseeriions . 34@ - 8106 0l
Jim Reunolds Deftnse 346 -Baby Retvsers

Fill in below here only if access was granted.

If access was granted but there was no coverage, explain briefly what happened.

Note any specific problems encountered.

What sort of negative feed-back did you get to coverage?

What sort of positive feed-back did you get to coverage?

Send form to: Minnesota Joint Media Committee, 870 Linwood, St. Paul, MN 55105
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612 339 4444

June 1, 1990

FRED GRITTNER
Q%X¥ESEXQI§8PREME COurT
3T TBautL N 55155

DEArR FRED,

[ AmM FORKQZRDING A COUPLE OF CAMERA-IN-THE-COURTROOM
DENIALS THAT GOT LOST IN THE SHUFFLE WHEN Doué STONE
LEFT OUR EMPLOYMENT RECENTLY.

Doug, As AssiSTANT NeEws DIRECTOR, WAS VERY INTERESTED
IN OBTAINING FULL MEDIA COVERAGE. OF COURT EVENTS.,
WHILE THESE. FORMS MAY NOT INCLUDE MUCH DETAILED
INFORMATION, THEY.CLEARLY INDICATE THE KIND OF DAILY
FRUSTRATION WE ENCOUNTER IN ATTEMPTING TO USE THE
TOOLS OF OUR TRADE IN COVERING COURT NEWS IN
MINNESOTA,

As A COURTHOUSE. "BEAT” REPORTER MYSELF, I KNOW FROM
THE MANY. DISCUSSIONS I HAVE WITH LAWYERS AND. JUDGES
THAT IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE UNDER THE. PRESENT
SYSTEM TO GET FULL AGREEMENT AMONGST THE VARIOUS
PARTIES ON ANY.CASE, NO MATTER HOW.GREAT OR SMALL.
SOMEBODY WILL ALWAYS REJECT THE REQUEST.

IT 1S AMAZING TO ME THAT WE REMAIN ONE OF THE LAST
STATES TO EVEN CONSIDER ALLOWING THE PUBLIC FULL
ACCESS TO COURTROOM NEWS. PIANY OF -OUR NEWSROOM
EMPLOYEES FORMERLY WORKED IN WISCONSIN, FLORIDA

OR SOME OTHER STATE WITH FULL ELECTRONIC MEDIA
ACCESS, AND THEY CAN'T BELIEVE HOW RESTRICTIVE

AND UNREALISTIC THE SITUATION IS HERE.

NEEDLESS TO SAY, OUR FRUSTRATION WITH THE. PRESENT
ATMOSPHERE IS SUCH THAT OUR PEOPLE OFTEN DON-T EVEN
BOTHER TO ASK PERMISSION BECAUSE EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN
AN ALMOST UNIVERSAL LIKLIHOOD OF DENIAL. SOMETIMES WE
HESITATE TO ASK SIMPLY QUT OF CONCERN THE JUDGES WILL
THINK/THE -ONLY CASES WE RE INTERESTED IN ARE TOO .
SENS ONAL., THE WHOLE PROCESS IS QUITE SELF-DEFEATING.

LARRY SCHMIDT
REPORTER/PRODUCER
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CAMERAS IN THE COURTROOM
Court/Location Chisago County ;
Judge Lvnn Slattengren !
Case No. " state v, Richard Conrad Holmberg, homicide case !
Natureof Case  yaok of March 5, 1990

Medizi Making the Request
Reporter Bob Manary/ photographer WCCO TV _news
Organization WCCa TV

[] Radio [y, Television [ | Newspaper

Nature of Media Request
Asked for access to pre-trial appearance of defendant

D Denied
o Denied
"[] Denied

- Granted
Granted :_f

If the request was denied, please indicate reasons given, if any.
Public defender Johnson turned us down.

If the request was granted, please report your observations of its effect on the proceedings
and participants.

Submitted by Name Doug Stone
Address90 S. 11th St / Mpls Mn 55488

Phone 612-330-2522
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() ‘ CAMERAS IN THE COURTROOM
Court/Location Ramsey Distiict !
Judge Salland i
Case No. |

Nature of Case  poquest by a.g, for TRO against firm that
filed for the trade name “Minnesota Lottery”

Medm Making the Request

Organization WCCO=TV

[] Radio [x]| Television [ | Newspaper

Nature of Media Request

Camera in hearing

| “';'D_enied
- . Denied
| Denied

If the request was denied, please indicate reasons given, if any. _
| None offered SR

If the request was granted, please report your observations of its effect on the proceedings
and participants.

Submitted by Name

(J - Address

Phone

8/89




TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

HONORABLE LINN SLATTENGREN Chisago County Courthouse

Judge of District Court Center City, MN 55012
Chambers: 612/257-1300 ext. 272
Metro: 462-7999

OFFICE OF
APPELLATE COL
FIL Ecgum
MARZ 0 1990

March 14, 1990

Minnesota State Supreme Court
Court Administrator

State Capitol

Room 230

St. Paul, MN 55001

RE: Camera in the Courtroom

Dear Sirs/Madams:

Enclosed is a completed Cameras in the Courtroom Request and
Disposition Form.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Enclosure

cc: Judge Slattengren




CAMERAS IN THE COURTROOM

Court/Location CM (o6 Ccpnqq (O, 5¥ric” Cours 4
Judge SEATTHEN & HF |
Case No. - '

Nature of Case ( _
| CONNT P LPEPM T A riaigr m el
sfalte vV - /é/c//ww JADL? P36
2 nd Degree M4 reder

Medié Making the Request
Reporter Al CosigJisi = Fobers M 1 £y B
Organization VAR E =T Y [/ - Weeco - c4 4TV, s

D Radio @ Television | | Newspaper

Nature of Media Request . |
CANnentS [~ cournrHooM - £ /2 rraig rse €<

(A8 Le#7T)

If the request was denied, please indicate reasons given, if any. QTW e e

aégcz;;‘a Aowvtn YoB  fLrt00esER or k] AWy
Z;f?//vMWW/vZM %&::i S A (7)
%MMW e

If the request was granted, pleasereport your observations of its effect on the proceedings

and participants.

Submittéd by ~ Na W e O /,L :

Address _&W{ /
CJZZ oo S _bf/Zc/

Phone (6r2) ’2,97—2,/}3

8/89




District Coret of Mimesota

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

OLMSTED COUNTY COURTHOUSE
ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA 55902
TELEPHONE (507) 285-8154

ANCY L. MORSE

JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT

September 18, 1989

Frederick K. Grittner

Supreme Court Administrator and
Clerk of the Appellate Courts
230 State Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Cameras in the Courtroom Request Report
Dear Mr. Grittner:

| have received your letter dated September 8, 1989, regarding
the Cameras in the Courtroom Request Report. There is in effect a
long-standing Court Order, unanimously endorsed by all judges in
this County, which precludes the use of cameras on the courtroom
floors of the courthouse. Therefore, this long-standing Court Order
is the reason for my denying those media requests for cameras in the

courtroom.
Sincerely,
Ancy L.%orse T
Judge of District Court
AlM/cms

cc  Chief Justice Popovich
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District Conrt of Minnesota

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FREEBORN COUNTY COURTHOUSE
ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA 56007

JAMES L. MORK OFF'CE QF TELEPHONE 507/373-3li2
JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT APPEL_{.ATE COURTS
FILED
January 21, 1986 JAN 23 1988
WAYNE TSCHIMPERLE
Mr. Lawrence C. Harmon CLERK

Court Administrator
Minnesota Supreme Court
230 State Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155 C7-81-300

Dear Mr. Harmon:
Enclosed is correspondance from the Post Bulletin, together
with this Court's response, in reference to the Post-Bulletin

request for still-camera access to the trial of Earl Harvey
Rand.

Mr. Andrist, City Editor of the Post-Bulletin, asked that
the record related to this matter be forwarded to the
Supreme Court.

Sincerely,

44’(/“/\2‘“
es L. Mork

Judge of District Court
JLM/ jmr

CC: Steve Andrist




District Court of Minnesota

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FREEBORN COUNTY COURTHOUSE
ALBERT LEA,MINNESOTA 58007

JAMES L. MORK TELEPHONE 507/373-3112

JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT

January 21, 1986

Mr. Steve Andrist

City Editor

Post Bulletin Co.

18 First Ave. S.E.

P.0O. Box 6118

Rochester, MN 55903-6118

Dear Mr. Andrist:

Pursuant to our telephone conversations of last week, your
request for still-camera access to the trial of Earl Harvey
Rand is denied. The defendant, Earl Harvey Rand, objects to
the presence of cameras during the trial; therefore, no
cameras will be permitted.

Thank you-for your interest in this matter.
Sincerely, _
C:iEE;::Fhﬂyﬂ e\ /\ . ! .
e

s L. Mork
udge of District Court

JLM/jmr

CC: Lawrence C. Harmon.
Supreme Court Administrator




o 18 First Ave. S.E. ¢ P.O. Box 6118
. - u e n Rochester, Minnesota 55903-6118
o Phone 507/285-7600

Minnesota’s Second Largest Evening Newspaper

Jan. 17, 1986

Judge James Mork
Freeborn County Courthouse
Albert Lea, Minn. 56007

Dear Judge Mork:

In reference to our conversation about camera access
to the Earl Harvey Rand trial, I would appreciate

a letter from you closing the record on our recuest.
I also have decided it would be helpful if you
would forward a copy of the record on this matter

to the Supreme Court.

I thank you very much for the congenial manner in
which you considered@ this matter.

ectfully,
eve rist 1
City Editor

SA/kk
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Jan. 9, 1986

Judge James Mork
Freeborn County Courthouse
Albert Lea, Minn. 56007

Re: Earl Harvey Rand trial
Dear Judge Mork:

Pursuant to the order of the Minnesota Supreme Court dated
August 21, 1985, and entitled, "In re modification of
Canon 3A(7) of the Minnesota Code of Judicial Conduct,”

I wish to request still-camera access to the trial of

the above captioned matter, on behalf of the Rochester
Post-Bulletin.

We understand the restrictions placed on camera use and
are prepared to work within those rules and with other
media covering the trial.

We respectfully ask’ that thlS request and your response
Le made a part of the official record of this matter and be
forwarded to the Supreme Court.

We believe experience in photo coverage of trials has
been beneficial to the public and to the parties involved.
In the opinion of many of those involved, it has helped
to provide better understanding of the court system and
has shown the parties in a more natural setting than the
stereotypical photos one sometimes sees during trials.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
call me collect at (507)-285-7702 or (800) 5€62-1758.

Re§pectfu ly, 1.\

\g\\\\

~Steve\A rist
City Editor




GEORGE MARSHALL
JUDGE

TELEPHONE
(507) $37-6740

COUNTY OF LYON
LYON COUNTY COURTHOUSE

MARSHALL, MINNESOTA e
56258 g

NOV

LUy
November 22, 1985 .5]985

WAYNE TS ChifArs
CLERK
Supreme Court
State of Minnesota
State Capitol Building
St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Canon 3A(7) of the Minnesota Code of Judicial
Conduct (v.g)-300

In compliance with the Order filed on August 21, 1985,
prior to a court trial on November 20, 1985, a media
representative of the KMHL Radio Station requested
permission to make an audio recording of a court trial in
the the matter of the City of Marshall, plaintiff, versus
Norman Larson, Paul VanOverbeke, Robert Bossuyt, Louis
Veit, Darlene VanOverbeke, Bradley Johns, Kelly Johns,
Robert Olson, and Susan Beranek, defendants. The request
was denied based upon lack on consent by a party.

Sincerely yours,

©

George Marshall
Judge of County Court

GM:jc

Copy Yo Guuatiess % LA




